CHAPTER   XIL

WORDS  FROM NATIONAL CHARACTER,

THERE is one group of metaphorical words which Is
specially interesting for the stories of the past which
they tell us if we examine into their meaning, Many
names of ancient tribes and nations, and some names
of modern peoples, have come to be used as genera!
words; but the new meanings they have now tell
us what other peoples have thought of the nations
bearing these names in history.

One of the best things that can be said about a
boy or a girl is that he or she is " frank/* by which
we mean open and straightforward. The Franks
were, of course, the Teutonic tribe which conquered
Gaul (the country we now call France) in the sixth
century. Unlike the English when they con-
quered the Britons, the Franks mixed with the
Gauls and the Roman population which they con-
quered ; but for a long time the Franks were the
only people who were altogether free. From this
fact the word frank came into use, meaning ** free/*
A " frank " person is one who speaks out freely and
without restraint.